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Plan for this afternoon:

14:30 15:45  Introductions and Definitions
NERC/UKRI and Public Engagement 
Public Engagement and Science Capital

15:45 16:00 Break
16:00 17:00 How to do it well

Interacting with the media
Using your own research for engagement



1993 - 2003



2003 2023: a career in public engagement with science 

TV
Radio
Teaching
Writing
Facilitation
Exhibitions
Outreach
Strategy



Dynamic Earth, 
Edinburgh

Aberdeen Science Centre

Glasgow Science Centre

Dundee Science Centre

THE SCOTTISH SCIENCE CENTRE NETWORK 
Delivering inspiring science engagement to people of all ages, 
genders, backgrounds and abilities within in our centres, out in our 
local communities and across Scotland. >700,000 engagements per 
year. 



• The Association for Science and 
Discovery Centres (ASDC) is the 
national charity that brings together the 

organisations to play a strategic role in 

• Together, our vision is for a society 
where science is accessible, inclusive 
and valued by all as a fundamental part 
of everyday life.



DYNAMIC EARTH: APPROACHING 25 YEARS OF EARTH SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT

OUR VISION:  
A positive future for us and our 
planet. 

OUR MISSION: 
To empower people with understanding and empathy for the 
Earth.



Programme examples alongside 
the ‘core’ experience:

• school workshops
• community learning 
• sleepovers 
• panel discussions 
• film screenings
• teacher CLPL
• STEM careers days
• science showcases
• outdoor learning
• science festival events

memorable, immersive, hands-on



1) Why should you do public engagement?

“Public Engagement with Research describes the many ways we can share 
research with the public and listen in response. It is a two-way process that 
enables change and has mutual benefit.  High-quality engagement can 
enhance the impact of research.”



Why do engagement?
• Accountability and transparency

• Creating and nurturing trust

• Maintain and display relevance of science

• Foundations for effective policy / social benefit

• Responsiveness (of universities as a whole) 

• Role models for future (STEM skills gap)

• Raise science capital and science literacy

• Science as culture



What’s in it for you?
• Contribute to the bigger picture…

• Increase awareness of your research and field

• Raise your profile (externally and within Uni)

• Develop transferable skills

• Develop teaching skills and materials

• Create further opportunities

• Challenge and enjoy yourself!

















Ideas for how to improve levels of 
science capital… 

• Watching science TV shows

• Following scientists on social media

• Talking to someone in a STEM career

• Taking part in out-of-school learning activities

• STEM Clubs  / Young STEM Leaders

• Visiting science & discovery centres
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10 minute break!



Engaging the public via the media: 
what are the opportunities to tell
people about your research? 

• Radio / Podcasts
• Television / YouTube
• Print media / Digital media
• Social media
• 3MT competition!



• Be prepared and ask what is 

expected

• Know Your Audience

• Have stories and examples ready

• Avoid jargon or explain terms clearly

• What image are you trying to 

portray?

•

• Passion and performance

Champagne geology 
(Stuart Monro)

Biomining
(Barry Johnson)

Growing diamonds 
(Mark Newton)





Final activity: considering your own PhD research…

• Think about designing your own public engagement 

activity to engage families with primary school aged 

children in your area of research (or consider 3MT?). 

What sort of things do you need to consider?

• What’s the hook?

• What does the interaction look like?



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME

GET IN TOUCH:
Dr Hermione Cockburn | she/her | Scientific Director, Dynamic Earth
hermione.cockburn@dynamicearth.org.uk


