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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The presentation could include a quick mention of your PhD research, skills you gained that you are using in your role, how you came to know your current employer and sector (in your case detailing the fellowship application process would be grand), what was the advantage of having a PhD when applying, how you got the job, what are you doing exactly and which skills do you use or had to develop.�
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Slight crisis



Subject specific knowledge

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A PhD is so much more than an in-depth knowledge of your subject, or even the the opportunity to be at the forefront of scientific discoveries. It is an intense training programme that equips you with so many tangible skills to take into future careers. Prioritise your learning and professional development. 
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Writing skills

Time management

- Thesis

- Scientific manuscripts

- Conference abstracts

- Press release material

- Blogs, tweets …

- Funding applications
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Internship: The Naked Scientists

• Working to tight(er!) deadlines
• Short term projects
• Presenting science in a different way



What next?

• Didn’t want to continue in the 
field of evolutionary genetics

• Still enjoyed Life Sciences
• Enjoyed research 
• Had experience with teaching 

and public engagement 
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A change of direction … 

• Postdoctoral Researcher in 
Bioinformatics Education

• Focus on education/pedagogy
• Attended meetings with others 

interested in education –
particularly Higher Education.

• Involved in curriculum 
decolonisation, gamification of 
learning.

• Wrote a number of large grants & 
attended funding interviews

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Applied for the job despite not having one of the ‘essential’ requirements. 
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Higher education academy

- Fellow of the Higher Education Academy
- Edinburgh Teaching Award (EdTA)



Lecturer in Biology

• Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Track

• Teaching

• Research



Lecturer in Biology

Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 

PhD in Evolutionary Biology

Postdoc in Education

Fellowship,
Higher Education 
Academy

Public 
Engagement 
training

SciComm & 
podcast 
production

Grant 
writing 
experience



My advice

Prioritise learning and professional development.

Get as much experience as possible writing grant applications - small departmental awards are a great place to start.

Don’t feel like you must stay in your lane. Do what you enjoy!

Talk to people outside your lab group/department about their work.

Get recognition for your skills e.g. EdTA.

Take chances! 
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