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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello, I’m Berta, I’m a marine ecologist currently working as a postdoc in deep-sea biogeography at the MNHN Paris.





Biogeographical patterns in the deep ocean: environmental, biological, and 
historical drivers in the North Atlantic

Supervised by Dr Lea-Anne Henry, Prof. Murray J. Roberts, and Dr Telmo Morato
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1) Are current marine classifications suitable to represent 
deep-sea habitat-forming species?

2) What are the biogeographic drivers and distribution 
patterns of a deep-sea sponge?

3) Can morphological traits of species be used to 
understand changes in species composition between 
faunal provinces?

PhD Viva September 2020

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With regards to my PhD, it was focused on biogeographic patterns of deep-sea habitats in the North Atlantic. So in the deep sea, that is waters deeper than 200 m, we find cold-water corals and sponges that serve as a habitat for other species, including many commercial fisheries. These habitats are protected but we don’t much of their distribution and their drivers because sampling the deep- sea is major endevour and very little of it is explored.

SO I looked into the species composition of biogeographic areas, the environmental and historical drivers behind those patterns and I also did a bit of habitat suitability modelling for a sponge species in particular.



Bioregionalisation and mapping of Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems in the Southern Indian Ocean

Supervised by Dr Boris Leroy

Conservation of deep-sea habitats.

Predictive modelling of habitats.
Biogeographic classifications.

Inform management measures.

November 2020 – September 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now for my current postdoc I am looking into the biogeographic patterns of deep-sea habitats too but in the Indian Ocean, which is the least explored of the ocean basins. And here mainly we are developing biogeographic classifications based on different habitat suitability modelling techniques.

It’s a applied project because these outputs will be given to the fishery management organization of the area in order to help them inform their management policies to protect these deep-sea habitats from bottom-trawling.  
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From PhD to this Postdoc…

Technical skills:
Knowledge on deep-sea ecosystems
R programming
Species distribution modelling/Habitat suitability modelling

Meeting deadlines
Statistics 
ArcGIS
[English]



From PhD to this Postdoc…

4 Postdoc applications:

1. NETwork modelling for the bioDIVersity of species communities. 18 months. University of Montpellier, France.

2. Bioregionalisation project. University of Tasmania, Australia.

3. Biogeographic baseline study of the NW Pacific and Arctic Ocean. Senckenberg Research Institute and Natural 
History Museum, Frankfurt (Germany). 12 month junior postdoc.

4. Biogeography of VMEs in the Indian Ocean. MNHN, Paris. 24-month junior postdoc.
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Presentation Notes





Take time to get to know 
yourself… 

Apply to positions you actually 
like and trust yourself.

Take time off after the PhD.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What do YOU really want to do? What is out there?  Where do you see yourself in the future? What are your priorities?
What is required to achieve so?  Is it an academic career? Is it in industry? 
What are YOUR expectations for a job? What type of job YOU want to pursue? 

Applications take time. Having the skills doesn’t mean you have to apply for it.
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