
Working with industry:
A practical guide
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What does industry want from Universities? 

• Expertise – often in very niche fields

• Excellent facilities

• Links to talent (students as well as researchers)

• Data sets 

• Networks: established long-term relationships 

• Previous project experience 

• Blue sky thinking- what will be next? 



Ways to engage 

Memorandu
m of 
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partnerships 



Student successes 
• Charlie  - PhD in Atmospheric and Environmental 

Science + placement student in Trade in Space – now 
shareholder and senior leader at Trade In Space

• Andrew – PhD Simulating  the cropland carbon budget 
under the constraints of Earth observation data – now 
Lead Scientist in University spin-out Mercury 

• Paula – MA in Geography – now Project Manager at 
Space Intelligence 

• Mike – Space Law Masters – now works in Space 
Sustainability and Law at Alden 



Space in Edinburgh: End to End

Downstream
Signal Processing and 

Communications (School of 
Engineering)

Earth Observation and 
environmental monitoring 

(School of GeoSciences)

Machine learning and AI 
(Informatics) Geospatial webservices (EDINA) Advanced data processing (EIDF) 

In Orbit

Space robotics (Robotarium)
Near-Earth Object Tracking, 

space debris: (Wide Field 
Astronomy Unit)

Future ESA missions (e.g. 
asteroid mining) (Inst of 

Astronomy)
On-board processing (School 

of Engineering)
Spacecraft Fire Safety 
(School of Engineering)

Upstream
Next Generation Clean Rocket Fuels (School of 

Chemistry)
New thermoplastic composites for launch 

vehicles (School of Engineering).
Re-usability of satellites and components (School 

of Engineering)



Space in Scotland



Space in the UK 



Student space groups… 



Events to consider 
• North East Space Conference – 22nd March 02023 

• Cluster Ecosystem Conference – 21st March 02023 

• Wavelength 2023 - a conference  postgraduates and early career researchers and professionals 
– 2nd – 4th April 02023 

• Edinburgh Science Festival – 30th March – 16th April 02023

• International Disaster Charter session – 25th April 02023

• Scottish Space Futures Symposium – 20th and 21st June 02023

• Scottish Graduate Fair – June 02023 

• UK Space Agency Conference [Belfast] – 21st – 23rd November 02023

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/north-east-space-conference-tickets-493805023117
https://www.scotlandis.com/blog/events/cluster-ecosystem-conference-2023/
http://www.rspsoc.org.uk/index.php/wavelength/wavelength-2023.html
https://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/whats-on?type=event&display=view_as_grid&searchTerm=&searchSort=eventOccurance.dateStart+asc&displayPerPage=18&searchSuitability%5B%5D=&searchTypeVenue=inperson&page=1


Questions to you 



Academia vs Industry 



Clear route vs winging it?



Know which sector/field vs no idea



Practical next steps 



To do 
 Consider how your thesis and research is of interest to industrial partners 

 Ponder whether you’d like to stay in academia or go into industry – or do both?

 Create/update your CV 

 Speak to Careers Services for any assistance on anything employability linked

 Collate a hit list of companies you like – and reach out for a coffee 

 Find and attend relevant networking events – usually free 

 Have a business card or direct link via LinkedIn

 Have an elevator pitch ready for yourself – summarise your USP and interests 

 Sign up to interesting newsletters – College student, Satellite Applications Catapult, UKSEDs



Useful links

• PhD Horizons

• Space Placements in Industry – open now

• Data Lab PhD placements 

• Space Innovation Hub on LinkedIn and Twitter

• Summer roles at UoE  - 5 current positions as a taster 

• Career Management for Researchers MOOC 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/students/postgraduates/phd-students/discover-what-s-out-there/phd-horizons
https://sa.catapult.org.uk/work-with-us/space-placements-industry-spin/
https://thedatalab.com/students/phd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/space-innovation-hub-edinburgh/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/SpacEdinburgh
https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/students/undergraduates/discover-what-s-out-there/find-jobs-while-student/employ-ed-on-campus
https://www.hub.ed.ac.uk/s/mycareerhub/jobs/Search?text=Employ.ed+for+PhDs&typeofwork=-1&location=%20Interns
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/career-management


University of Edinburgh:
a Space University 

Kristina Tamane
K.Tamane@ed.ac.uk 

07 901 104 545 
0131 6514 664




	Working with industry:�A practical guide
	What does industry want from Universities? 
	Ways to engage 
	Student successes 
	Space in Edinburgh: End to End
	Space in Scotland
	Space in the UK 
	Student space groups… 
	Events to consider 
	Questions to you 
	Academia vs Industry 
	Clear route vs winging it?
	Know which sector/field vs no idea
	Practical next steps 
	To do 
	Useful links
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

