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My PhD
2013 – 2018: PhD Atmospheric and Environmental Science 

The nature and dynamics of ice stream beds: assessing their role 

in ice-sheet stability





My Pathway

Jan-Mar 2017: UKRI Policy Internship

Sep 2017 – Mar 2018: Research Assistant

Apr 2018 - Present: Researcher, Brexit Environment & Rural Affairs



Government and 

Parliament 

are not the same 

thing!



• Proposes and implements laws for 
Scotland on devolved matters

• Makes and implements policy
• Proposes the Scottish budget
• Is headed by the First Minister

• Makes laws for Scotland on 
devolved matters

• Scrutinises the work of the 
Scottish Government

• Debates issues affecting Scotland



SPICe provides factual, accurate and timely 

information and analysis to Members in 

support of parliamentary business.

The Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe)



Justice, Health & 

Social Affairs 

Research team

Brexit, 
Environment and 

Rural Affairs
Financial Scrutiny 

Unit

Enquiries and 
Collections

team

SPICe Structure

4 teams, around 40 researchers



What’s a typical 

working week?











Enquiries

Who from?

• MSPs,

• MSP’s staff

• Constituency staff

How many?

• 383 last month

• 4-5K per year



Committee support



Skills required 

(and how to gain them)



Key Skills needed What can you do to gain them?

Communicating complex ideas clearly 

and concisely (written and oral)

Quickly develop knowledge on unfamiliar 

subjects

Working to short, tight deadlines

Understanding of Parliament and 

Government, political awareness

Critical thinking (impartiality)

Ability to carry out independent research

Blog about your research, teach, public 

outreach, tweet your research.

Teaching unfamiliar topics, Read about 

research outside of your expertise.

Arrange regular deadlines with your PhD 

supervisor, internships.

Follow current affairs, engage with 

parliament, escape your bubble!

Do a PhD!

Do a PhD!



Some perspectives on 

a career outside 

academia



• Good work/life balance

• Working in a diverse team, 

supportive environment

• No week is the same, things 

change quickly

• Developing a broad knowledge

• Having an impact

• Working in the Parliament 

building

• Being at the cutting edge

• Getting your teeth into a topic

• Problem solving

• Fieldwork, conferences

• Teaching

• Constantly developing new 

skills, innovating

What do I like about my job?
What do I miss about 

academia?



Questions?

Damon.Davies@parliament.scot

SPICe blog: 

Email: 

https://spice-spotlight.scot/

@ScotParl

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings
SPICe Briefings

@SPICe_Research



Policy Internships Scheme

The Policy Internships Scheme provides the opportunity for PhD students funded by the 

research councils of UK Research and Innovation to work for three months in one of a 

selected group of highly influential policy organisations.

• 30 host partners

• Funding available from research council + extra funding for travel and 

accommodation costs (up to £2,400)

• Available to students funded by NERC, BBSRC, ESRC, EPSRC, MRC, AHRC, 

and STFC.

• Next round in 2020. Call goes out in the summer (end of August deadline).

https://www.ukri.org/skills/policy-internships-scheme/




